
February 25, 2020 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

February 25, 2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy 

Lawson presiding. Other Council Members present included Chad Martin, Jennifer Bowles, 

Jim Woods and Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance 

Director Linda Conover, Assistant Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Community Development 

Director Mark McCaskill, and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation by Council Member Bowles, Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

Mayor Lawson welcomed David Sawyer, a student at Magna Vista and Boy Scout working 

towards his Eagle Scout badge.  

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period January 1 – 

March 31, 2020 – City Manager Towarnicki read the list of names and thanked those 

employees for their years of service to the City.  

 

Conduct a public hearing on a request to rezone property at 201 and 209 Aaron Street 

from ED-I Economic Development Intense to R-T Transitional Residential – City Manager 

Towarnicki explained that this is the burned property on Aaron Street that has been discussed 

at previous Council meetings.  Mark McCaskill shared details of the Planning Commission 

meeting and their recommendation to rezone the property. Mayor Lawson opened the floor for 

a public hearing.  No one approached the podium so the public hearing was closed.  John 

Stiltner of Landmark shared a PowerPoint explaining The Landmark Group’s plan for Aaron 

Mills Apartments at this location as well as details on the success of their other properties 

including the Martinsville Lofts.  Council Member Turner made a motion to approve the 

rezoning request; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with the following roll call 

vote: Woods, aye; Lawson, aye; Bowles, aye; Martin, aye; and Turner, aye. 
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Consider adoption of a resolution designating 201 and 209 Aaron Street as a 

Redevelopment Area – City Manager Towarnicki explained the need for the resolution, which is 

required for the Aaron Street funding application process.  Council Member Turner made a 

motion to adopt the resolution; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with the 

following roll call vote: Martin, aye; Turner, aye; Woods, aye; Lawson, aye; and Bowles, aye.  

Council Member Turner voiced concern that the City should hold the deed to the property 

before moving forward with any additional plans on the property.  
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Hear an update on projects related to the City’s Brownfields Assessment grant – City 

Manager Towarnicki explained the need for the Brownfields Assessment grant, which would be 

beneficial towards The Landmark Group project, discussed previously.  Lori Kroll of Draper 

Aden presented a PowerPoint detailing the company’s purpose and history, previous grants 

awarded for Martinsville projects, an explanation of what a brownfield is, how the grant money 

can be used, and administration.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the Consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

 

Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles invited residents to the 

Piedmont Arts Dancing with the Arts presentation on April 4. Council Member Turner shared 

details about the ribbon cutting at Deep Blue Seafood on Memorial Boulevard stating that it 

was a positive jumpstart for a small business. Vice Mayor Martin shared that he had two 

uncles pass away this past week and asked the residents to pray for him and his family. 

Mayor Lawson informed residents that Hazardous Waste Day is April 18.  

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council about the Trade 

Show next week which will be held at a different location this year.  Budget Work Sessions are 

planned for March 25, March 31 with the schools and April 6 at 6:00pm.  He plans to present 

the budget at Council’s March 24 meeting.  The public hearing will be April 14 with approval 

on first reading then adoption on second reading April 28. 
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Comments by City Attorney – City Attorney Monday said about a year ago Comcast reached 

out to them about the franchise agreement, which still lists them as Adelphia cable. Comcast 

is considering closing the local office.  He is waiting on additional information, which he will 

share with Council later. If the local office closes, the City will receive the same benefits as 

Henry County has. Monday is waiting for a copy of what Henry County adopted. 

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


